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1) General information  
Date of birth: 17 May, 1977 
Gender: Male 
Address: Heidelberg University  
 Institute of Anatomy and Cell Biology 
 Im Neuenheimer Feld 307 
 69120 Heidelberg, Germany 
Phone: +49-(0)6221-548652 
Email: acuna@ana.uni-heidelberg.de 
Position: Chica and Heinz Schaller Research Group Leader  
Children:  None 
Parental leave, if applicable: None 
 
 
2) University training and degree  
1995 - 2000 Studies in Biology, Universidad Catolica, Chile 
 
3) Advanced academic qualifications  
2001 - 2005 Doctoral dissertation in Biological Sciences, Neurobiology, Mentors:  
 Prof. Anthony van den Pol, Dept. of Neurosurgery, Yale University, New 

Haven, USA  
 Prof. Fernando Torrealba, Dept. of Physiology, Universidad Catolica, Chile 
 
4) Postgraduate professional career  
Since 2018 Independent Group Leader, Schaller Research group at the Institute of 

Anatomy and Cell Biology, Medical Faculty of Heidelberg, Heidelberg 
University, Germany 

2009 - 2017 Postdoctoral Fellow with Prof. Dr. Thomas C Südhof, Stanford University 
 Palo Alto, CA, USA 
2006 - 2008 Postdoctoral fellow with Prof. Dr. Wade G Regehr, Dept. of Neurobiology, 

Harvard University, Boston, USA 
 
5) Other  
Awards and honours: 
2018 - 2025 Chica and Heinz Schaller Group Leader Grant, Germany 
2010 - 2014 Fondecyt Grant, Chile (equivalent to RO1) (PI, declined) 
2006 - 2008 Dana Mahony Neuroscience Fellowship (Harvard) 
2000 - 2004 Conicyt fellowship for PhD students (Chile) 
2002 - 2004 Conicyt PhD thesis Fellowship (Chile) 
2002 - 2003 MECESUP Fellowship to visit international centers (Chile-Yale) 
2002 Fellowship to attend SfN Meeting (Orlando USA) 
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